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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, August 22, 2021, 
called to order at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Segal, Clarke, Cowper       
     Absent:   Salemi, Zubrzycki  
 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve the City Council Agenda for September 
22, 2021, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. August 11, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12185-12187, DD4322-4350, EFT1592-

1600, STUB 149-150; and A/P check #’s 51525-51566, EFT & ACH 2476-2495; 
TOTALING: $257,715.45. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police reports for August 2021 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Chief Bassett provided an update, stating the department entered into a consortium, specifically 
for small agencies for training, in conjunction with Oakland County Police academy.  Body and 
in-car cameras are being updated.  He is now in the process of updating the server, going from 
on-site to cloud based version.  It should be completed by November and then they can get the 
officers setup for body cameras. 
 
Patty Harrop reported for Parks & Rec.  The Adult Field Day was successful.  More events 
coming up.  They added December 12th for a Road Rally.  It will be Christmas theme. It will start 
and end at the Community Center.  They may do some by foot and some by car.  She encouraged 
everyone to participate. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Mary Lewis commented on the public walkways.  Someone painted the poles but took away the 
signs.  She expressed the nice job across from the Boat Club and added Lakeview walkway 
needs cleaning up.   
 
Mary Baughman exclaimed the geese patrol was really nice this summer and a great 
improvement.  She thanked everyone for making it better. 
 
Julie Kohr suggested having the meeting on zoom as well as in-person with the colder weather 
coming.   
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin addressed the walkways.  He stated the DPW did the walkway by the Boat Club but 
doesn’t know who took the signs.  He thanked Lewis for letting him know and they will look at 
Lakeview also.   
 
Martin discussed the rain. When it rains it pours these days.  Our storm system is not in disrepair.  
When the water is gone the next day it is proof the system is working.  When it rains so fast it 
can’t keep up, but we are looking at possible ways to increase capacity.  He is working with the 
Engineers, and we may upsize some storm drains.  Again, the elevation of the city/ditches in 
relation to that of the lake is an issue.  When the lake level increases, the water drains much more 
slowly in the lower areas.  The other issues he sees are that more and more ditches are enclosed 
with a culvert and smaller drain for water to access it.  The open ditch design is the best for 
stormwater, but not very fun for mowing, maintenance, or parking.   
 
Zoning permits are continuing at a very quick pace.  We have 2 new houses that have been 
approved, as well as additions, decks, patios, driveways, and porches. 
 
Martin had applied for a $250,000 paving grant with MDOT several months ago.  Unfortunately, 
we were not awarded the grant.  There were so many applicants, they extended the approval date 
to have time to go through all of them.  It is very competitive and is based on several factors – 
ability to raise revenue on our own, geography, projects with other infrastructure, other 
municipalities, etc. They received 139 applications totaling $21.9M.  The total awarded was only 
$3M. 
 
Martin reviewed the Telegraph Landscaping stating City Council approved a plan and then the 
James K residents wanted a berm.  At the insistence and offer to help from the James K 
residents, we approved the installation of a berm along Telegraph Road and a James K resident 
found good fill very cheap and he is overseeing the dumping.  It started out great, but with the 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

September 22, 2021 

 3 
 

very wet spring and summer, it has been difficult to get the dirt delivered without a truck getting 
stuck or making a big mess on Telegraph.  So, we are at the mercy of the weather and the 
contractors digging scheduled.   
  
Trail maintenance has been pushed back until the leaves fall.  We were looking at starting to 
remove the vines and had sent a letter of explanation to the residents along the trail.  When we 
went out to get started, the vines are so thick with leaves that you really can’t see what you’re 
doing.  We want to totally remove the vines that are killing all the trees.  The plan now is that 
after the leaves fall, we will have equipment go in and pull-out vines by the roots and pull them 
off the trees or cut them.  Then trim trees as necessary and finally work on the trail bed.    Martin 
is sure it will impact the view for the residents because the vines are like a curtain, but they need 
to come down or they will kill the trees.  We will do our best to keep as much cover for the 
residents while maintaining the trail and adequate space adjacent to it. 
 
Martin shared several Improvements made. We installed new carpeting and a new stove here in 
the Community Center earlier this year and then repaired and painted the exterior last month.  
We installed a whole bunch of engineered wood fiber at the Ferndale Playground, replaced the 
concrete around the Ferndale restroom and sidewalk to it, repaired the public walk from Garland 
to Ferndale near the boat ramp. We repaired and painted the exterior of the DPW garage and 
replaced the old brick paver walkway in front of City Hall with concrete as it was originally.  
Next, we will install a railing like the one on the ramp. 
 
You have probably noticed the radar signs that have been installed recently.  The areas were 
chosen by perceived need and the specific locations were chosen to utilize current utility poles.  
Those locations may change if we determine there may be a better spot for them.  Once we 
determine the final locations, we will either leave them on the utility poles, or install new metal 
poles if necessary.   
 
Martin thanked Parks and Rec. who have been doing a lot this summer and fall.  The volunteer 
committee works very hard not only on the events they hold, like the recent bocce tournament 
and adult field day.  They also work on installing and maintaining a lot of our infrastructure and 
equipment.  Things like striping the basketball court, striping one of the tennis courts for 
pickleball, totally remodeling the parks and rec building next to the bocce courts, park benches 
and tables, swim area etc., and they assist Martin with many questions and issues that come up.   
Next spring, we will install a dedicated lane for launching kayaks and canoes next to the 
Ferndale beach and other fun things. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers that made the 100th anniversary of Sylvan Lake becoming a 
village.  As with any big event, there was a ton of work with several people and committees to 
make it come together.  It was ridiculously hot, and we know that took a toll on attendance, but it 
was a fun time for those that came.  Thank you to Dennise, Midge and Kelli for heading up the 
main committee and working with all the sub committees and other volunteers.  We still have 
some 100th anniversary wine glasses and beer mugs for sale at City Hall.  
 
Thank you to all the residents that took advantage of Community Event ordinance with several 
people applying to have food trucks, music, exercise, and other fun things that got people out and 
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having fun all with mostly very positive comments.  City Council will be reviewing how that has 
worked and what we may want to change, if anything, for next year.   
 
Leaf Collection will begin soon.  Martin has asked GFL to come up with a new plan for leaf 
collection this fall.  Last year, they brought in another crew toward the end of the season to catch 
up.  He is asking that they have the second crew start soon after the season begins so they can 
keep up.    We spent a lot of time looking for additional companies that we could hire to pick up 
the slack when it gets bad, but there aren’t companies that can collect more than a household of 
leaves at a time.  Their equipment is too small.  During many of the conversations with other 
municipalities, they all expressed the same thing.  It’s very difficult to manage and very 
expensive, which we know.    Other than the sheer volume of leaves, this is what makes it 
difficult – during nice weather it seems everybody rakes their leaves at once and the crew is 
instantly behind.   
 
Last Martin commented on the Orchard Lake Road, Road Diet study.  He recapped, the RCOC 
had a study conducted by OHM to determine the impact on wait times for traffic using two 
possible alternatives – a 3-lane road with a center turn lane and one through lane in each 
direction; and an unbalanced 4-lane concept with a center turn lane, one eastbound lane, and two 
westbound lanes. The thought of a study was first discussed in February of 2020.  The first draft 
of the study was completed by OHM in February of this year.  In May they put out a press 
release offering the study for review and asking for public input, we officially stated our position 
asking for the 3-lane option.   This past week, the Road Commission held a virtual meeting that 
the Mayor and Martin attended, and they stated they had decided on the 4-lane unbalanced 
option.   Mayor Clarke explained they don’t have a score rate.  Traffic was ranked very high with 
the comments from the public study.  That weighed it more heavily and they felt the 4-lane 
option satisfied the most. The 4-lane is still a good solution and safer.  We wanted that shoulder 
to work with, which we won’t get now, but feels it is still a win. 
 
Martin stated Planning Commission continues to work on the Master Plan.  An Open house is 
being planned.   
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Segal shared she was on vacation last month.  This was planned before the 100th celebration was 
announced.  She was sorry she missed it.  She thanked Martin and Dryden for the work on the 
event.  Segal was excited to the see the radar signs on Avondale, one on each end and the slow 
children signs.  Segal was happy to see funding allocated for trail maintenance approved last 
month.  Mitigating the flooding problem is wonderful to hear and thanked Martin for that.  She 
feels adding zoom back to the meetings is a wonderful idea.  Segal thanked Mary Lewis for 
addressing the walkways and signs removed.  Last Segal thanked the citizens and leaders for 
prioritizing the health of our city and local business during COVID.   
 
Cowper thanked all volunteers in general for all they do.  He thanked the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for their work on the last petition.  Kudos for taking their time.  Cowper also supports 
zoom or on cable for meetings.  The more access the better.  Cowper has discussed the leaf 
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collection with Martin and understands the challenges.  Cowper thanked all volunteers including 
Parks & Rec and those organizing special events.  He encouraged everyone to invite their 
neighbors to the meetings.  
 
Clarke stated without all the extra efforts put in from residents, everyone wouldn’t be able to 
enjoy the city as they do.  He thanked everyone.  Clarke said adult field day sounded great.  He is 
sad he didn’t get his team together this but will try for next year. Clarke shared he has seen 
people brake because of the radar signs.  It does make them more aware of their speed.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        

A.  LED Lighting for Street Lights  CA-003-21 B-007-21 S-009-21   
 
Martin explained he would like to replace all of our overhead pole lights with LED fixtures.  It 
would replace our current Mercury Vapor and High-Pressure Sodium lights.  The estimated cost 
is $25,000.  The payback period is about four years.  It will decrease the light spread and is more 
ecological.  He stated a budget amendment will also be needed for Street Lighting from $25,000 
to $50,000 for this fiscal year.  The additional funding will come from our general fund, fund 
balance.   
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to authorize the City Manager to enter into an 
agreement with DTE to convert all street and park lighting to LED at an estimated cost of 
$25,000 and amend the Street lighting department budget from $25,000 to $50,000, with the 
additional funding from the General Fund, fund balance. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
  
B.  48th District Court Agreement  CA-004-21 

 
Martin explained this has to done with Court appointed attorneys.  It does not change the way we 
operate at the court or what the court does for us.  City Attorney Schulz added, this is a State 
required program making controlling units for the 48th District Court ultimately responsible for 
compliance with the minimum standards established by the commission and are together the 
joint recipient of grants as the “indigent criminal defense system” for the 48th District Court.  The 
new standards removes district court judges and the court administration from operating the 
assigned counsel system.  The City of Birmingham stepped forward and agreed to be the lead 
community.  This includes provisions that essentially hold Birmingham harmless from being 
responsible for more than its fair proportional share of the cost of the program.  There is a small 
local share cost.   
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to approve the interlocal agreement relating to the 
Michigan Indigent Defense Commission act and the 48th district court controls units of the City 
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of Bloomfield Hills, Bloomfield Twp, the City of Orchard Lake, City of Keego Harbor, and the 
City of Sylvan Lake as presented. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
C.  Pumps  CA-005-21 B-008-21 

 
Martin stated he would like to purchase four new pumps for our storm lift station at the of 
Garland near Telegraph.  The current pumps are about 15 years old.  They are beyond life 
expectancy, and he wants to replace them before they fail.  He has discussed this with WRC 
since we are in discussions to hand over maintenance and operation of our water, sewer, and 
storm.  WRC agreed it would be wise to have Kennedy Industries perform the installation and 
startup.    
 
Council all thanked Martin for being proactive.  A resident asked if the pumps should be 
replaced with larger pumps.  Martin they will be 10HP which is sufficient.  Cindy Ross asked 
where the money is coming from.  Martin explained the fund balance. It was forecast for next 
year’s budget, but he didn’t want to wait. 
 

Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to authorize the City Manager to enter into an 
agreement with Kennedy Industries to purchase, install, and startup four 10HP pumps in our 
storm lift station at the cost of approximately $60,000 and increase the capital improvement 
budget by $60,000. 

 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

D.  Resolution in Support of West Bloomfield Dispatch  R2-008-21 
 
Martin explained the Tri-City Fire Board suggested to recognize the West Bloomfield 
Dispatchers and the importance of the service they provide. 
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to adopt the resolution recognizing the West 
Bloomfield Dispatch personnel and their performance as presented. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
E.  Resolution Establishing Fund Balance – Committed Funds R2-009-21 B-009-21 
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Martin explained committed funds is a more formal acknowledgment of the City’s intent to 
secure current funds for a future purpose.  The city is recommending City Council commit 
funding to seawalls, DPW vehicles, Community Center Maintenance, City Hall, Parks, and 
Storm Water Management.  The committed funds will be for fiscal year end June 30, 2021. 
 
Segal asked if tree maintenance is included.  Martin responded, not generally; just the capital 
expense for putting in trees.   
 
Cowper shared the budget is online for all to look at.   
 
Clarke asked if culvert improvements are on residents themselves.  Martin acknowledged that is 
something they will need to discuss.  He reviewed how it was handled the last time. 
 
Mary Bauman thought the seawall on Ferndale was going to be done.  Martin stated we are still 
waiting to get the permit.  He is hoping it can be done this fall.  Normally we wait until all the 
boats are out of the water for the season.   
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve the resolution establishing Committed 
Funds for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, as presented.  
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
F.  Mayoral Appointment to Zoning Board of Appeals 

  
Mayor Clarke explained there is one term on the Zoning Board of Appeals that expires on 
September 30th.  Mayor Clarke appointed Nicole Menuck for a three-year term on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals and asked for a motion to approve the appointments. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, confirming Mayor Clarke appointed Nicole Menuck 
for a three-year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
  Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
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 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


